
THE MODERN OLD S’ AMISK TRAIL

I ',  k eep in g  w i th  th e  t t r c h  o f  p r o g re s s  on  sy .to  o b i le  t ru n k  l i n e  " 3 n eed ed  from

F lo r id :  t o  C a l i f o r n io  t h r u  th e s e  S o u th e rn  B o rd e r la n d s . Here i n  o lder. t im e s  th e

S p a n ish  co -.u u isto .- 'o res  end p a d re s  e x p lo re d ,  c o lo n iz e d  ■ ::d w orked and  broke t h e i r

p r i  l i t i v e  t r a i l s .  They l e f t  a  h e r i t o  ;e o f  r e ~ t  c h u rc h e s  o.-.f. of r e l i c s  o f  t h e i r

i n d u s t r i a l  o c c u p a t io  s .  B ut one o ld  Spanish, f o r t  s ta n d s  in  a l l  th e s e  S o u th e rn

. .o rd e r la n d s .  T h e ir  c h u rch es  nd . 'Iso io n s  and th e  in d u e .tr -  th e y  fo s te r e d  'h e re  th e

p r i  a ry  p o l io i e .  o f  t h e i r  em pire  b u i ld in g .  .. '-v e n tu re rs  th e r e  - e re  '."ho p lu n d e re d
n  v'-'.a1- eCtJL - '1  - •

and k i l l e d  and t  oak w hat th e y  coy Id b u t th e  Q pvcm  f-a t  dd3scc*e*=t’''-* h u r -n e  p o l ic i e s
g.V'U

and th e  s n d tir ia e  works a r e  o f  th e  ch u rch  and o f  *' s  ad  - i r . i s t r a t o r s .

".'her, t h o ie  419 e n th u s i a s t s  s e t  a t  'o b i l e  in  I l l s  a-.d o rg an iz e d  to  c o . s t e  th e  

c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  Old S p a n ish  T r s i l  I  doubt i f  any o f1 th e  . r e  l l y  co .prehended 

th e  b ig  ac h ie v e m e n ts  t h a t  w ere d e s t in e d  in  th e  ;-,a e o f  t h a t  e n t e r p r i s e .  I  have yet 

many o f  th o s e  men 3 in ce  t h a t  ti-y e  and have lee rn e  ' th e y  went to  t h a t  a c t in g  w ith  

f i r s  and  d e te rm in a tio n  to  open t h i s  s o u th e rn  c o u n try  t o  modern t r a v e l  but none o f  

th em  r e a l iz e d  t h e  f in a n c ia  l  : nd e:a in e e r in g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  lay  else: d . I t  i s  

a  lo n g  wry from  th e  p r i  i t i v e  t r - i l s  o f  t h e  S p a n ish  f o f  e rs  t o  a  s wot:-. and  unbroneh  

h i"hv.'.y  n e '.r ly  2 ,3 0 0  b i le s  lo n g !

3-  19y l t h e r e  w ere "8 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  o f  co -.gleted ro ad s  and b r id g e s  on t h i s  Ola 3 u n ish

The secret of course is that never has this Old 
Spanish Trail project been a promoter’s plaything. It 
was organized and has been directed by the people 
of the South.

Somehow it has seemed as though the spirit of the 
padres and the conquistadores flamed again in the soul 
.of these Anglo-Saxon pioneers. We read the story of 
the Spaniards of those three centuries from (ST.) Augus
tine to San Diego and marvel at their fortitude in the 
face of such hardships. We view the evidences of 
their works and marvel at their achievements. We 
who have watched these modern men from Florida 
to California rise to the demands of this southern
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