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So few  p e o p le  c an  be made t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e  s o u r c e s  w h ich  
th e y  p o s s e s s  h ave  an y  a p p r e c ia b l e  v a lu e  i n  b u i ld i n g  up th e  f a b r i c  o f  
h i s t o r y .  F o r  some tim e  I  have b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  o b t a in  im p o r ta n t  p a p e r s  
t h a t  w i l l  th ro w  l i g h t  on th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  c e r t a i n  e m p re s a r io s  in  
S o u th  '.Texas, b u t  I  have f a i l e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  The p e r s o n s  
h o ld in g  th e  docum en ts w ish  t o  make u se  o f  them  f i r s t ,  p r o v id in g  i n  th e  
w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t a  com m entary  o r  a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  m ust be a p p r a i s e d  f o r  
w hat i t  i s  w o r th .  So f r e q u e n t l y  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  m ind i s  n o t  a t t e n d e d  
w i th  a  w e l l  b a la n c e d  h i s t o r i c a l  ju d g m e n t, and th e  r e a l  h i s t o r i a n  m ust 
u n ta n g le  th e  y a rn  m essed  up by  th e  in c o m p e te n t t r e a tm e n t  o f  o t h e r s .  
T hese  f a i l u r e s  a r e  o n ly  to o  p r e v a l e n t  i n  m ost o f  t h e  m a t t e r  t h a t  h a s  
b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  by  f e a t u r e  w r i t e r s  who c a n  make no c r i t i c a l  c la im s  f o r  
th e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e i r  v /o rk . T here  a r e  p e r s o n s  who ru s h  i n to  p r i n t  
w i th o u t  h a v in g  p r o p e r l y  e v a lu a t e d  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s .  Even Homer so m etim es 
n o d s  and  h en ce  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  ch eck  up b y  s c h o l a r s .

T h is  b r in g s  me to  th e  s t a g e  i n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  i s  
p e r t i n e n t  to  y o u r  i n q u i r y ,  n am e ly : th e  o r g a n iz a t i o n  o f  a  g ro u p  w i th  a
more d e f i n i t e  o b j e c t i v e -----p e r s o n s  w i th  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a i n i n g  and
s c h o l a r s h ip  who a re  w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  tim e  and l e i s u r e ,  n o t  i n  
v a p id  v a p o r in g s ,  b u t  i n  h o n e s t  d ig g in g  i n t o  o r i g i n a l  so u rc e  m a t e r i a l s  
w h ich  a r e  th e  f o u n d a t io n  s to n e s  upon  w h ich  h i s t o r y  m ust be b u i l t .  The 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  e ac h  member c a n  be m easu red  c h i e f l y  b y  a c h ie v e m e n t.  
H en ce , b y  th e  f r u i t s  you s h a l l  know h im . T hese r e s u l t s  a r e  a t t a i n a b l e  
o n ly  b y  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t  by  th o s e  who a r e  e a g e r  t o  p e r fo rm  t h i s  
s e r v i c e  i n  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s t o r i c  t r u t h .  The w ork w i l l  be 
a c c o m p lish e d  by  th e  s t i m u l a t i n g  e f f e c t s  p ro d u c e d  by a  t r u e  and c o r r e c t  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  f e l l o w  w o rk e rs  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  e n d e a v o r .  P r o g r e s s  and  
d ev e lo p m en t m ust be d e m o n s tra te d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  so  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  may be 
c o n tin u e d  u n t i l  a  d e f i n i t e  g o a l  h a s  b e e n  r e a c h e d .  The dynam ic f o r c e  
e n g e n d e re d  by  t h i s  c o o p e r a t io n  i s  c u m u la t iv e .  T h is  c r e a t i v e  pow er 
s u p p l i e s  th e  s in e w s  o f  h i s t o r y ,  w h ich  a re  k e p t  i n  s p le n d id  c o n d i t i o n  
b y  e x e r c i s e  o r  a p p l i c a t i o n .  I t  i s  my o p in io n  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  su c h  a  l i v e  o r g a n iz a t i o n ,  t h e  m embers o f  w h ich  sh o u ld  
m eet f r e q u e n t l y  to  com pare n o te s  and  t o  g iv e  p a p e r s  r e v e a l i n g  h id d e n  
f a c t s ,  i n c i d e n t s  and e v e n ts  t h a t  w i l l  f i t  i n to  th e  m o sa ic  w h ich  w i l l  
be h a rm o n io u s  i n  a l l  i t s  d e t a i l s ,  p r e s e n t i n g  a  p anoram a  o f  r e a l  l i f e  
a s  i t  e x i s t e d  i n  i t s  p r i s t i n e  p u l c h r i t u d e  th r o u g h  a l l  th e  d e c a d e s  o f  
ad v an cem en t and  r e f in e m e n t  to  o u r  own d a y .


