
OPERA TIN G

THE BAKER. DALLAS. 700  ROOMS, 70 0  BATHS 
THE TEXAS. FORT WORTH. 600  ROOMS, 600  BATHS 

THE GUNTER. SAN ANTONIO. SSO ROOMS, 530  BATHS 
THE BAKER, MINERAL WELLS, 4 5 0  ROOMS, 4 30  BATHS 
THE GOODHUE. PORT ARTHUR, 200  ROOMS, 200  BATHS 

THE STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. AUSTIN, 250  ROOMS, 230  BATHS

lUcitlen fro n  ® I |C  C S lm te r
San Antonio, Texas

501 G u n te r: I 'a rc h  10, 19 52

?.5y d e a r  Mrs . Browne:

Our t a l k  l a s t  n ig h t  and you r su g g est] ' on ab o u t a c a r e f u l ly  p re p a re d  
book fo r  th e  Alamo d i r e c t s  my mind i n t o  a ch an n e l t h a t ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  sh ou ld  
e n ab le  you t o  have th e  b e s t  h i s t o r i c a l  book fo r  t o u r i s t s  o f  any c i t y  from  
F lo r id a  to  C a l i f o r n i a .  T a lk in g  th in g s  o v e r , l i k e  l a s t  n i g h t ,  alw ays 
prom pts b e t t e r  t h in k in g .

A l i t t l e  book o f  p i c t u r e s ,  d iagram s and maps can  be p re p a re d ,  w ith  
th e  h i s t o r i c a l  re a d in g  co u p led  w ith  each  p i c t u r e , so  t h a t  any t o u r i s t ,  
s tu d e n t  o r c a s u a l  r e a d e r  can  be led  t o  each o ld  scen e  and g e t  th e  h i s t o r y  
s to r y  w ith  each  p la c e .  T h is  has been  my method w ith  th e  Old S p an ish
T r a i l  p u b l ic a t io n s  and i t  h as  been  p o p u la r .  I  have  p h o to g ra p h s , e tc h in g s ,  
p l a t e s ,  and a s s o c i a t e s ,  t o  a s s u re  su ch  a  p u b l i c a t i o n .  I t  w ould p ro b a b ly  
r e q u i r e  two months o r more t o  whip i t  a l l  to g e th e r  b ecause  c a r e  shou ld  
be e x e rc is e d  t o  s t a t e  c a r e f u l l y  t h a t  w hich i s  known h i s to r y  and t h a t  w hich  
i s  on ly  le g e n d . . . . .and  a l s o  t o  red u c e  e v e r y th in g  t o  b r i e f ,  s im p le  s ta te m e n t ;  
w r i t i n g  b r i e f l y  and c l e a r l y  i s  h a rd .

No c i t y  in  th e s e  S p a n ish  B o rd e rlan d s  (and t h i s  in c lu d e s  a l l  C a l i f o r n ia )  
has such  a w e a lth  o f  m a te r ia l  as San A n ton io . A book o f  50 o r  more o ld  
h i s t o r i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i s  p o s s ib le  h e r e ;  i t  w ould be d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t 
to g e th e r  10 such  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  in  any o th e r  c i t y .  S a in t  A ugustine  and New 
O rlean s  m ight re a c h  10 su ch  p i c t u r e s .

Once th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and th e  h i s t o r i c a l  d a ta  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  assem bled  
th e  Alamo a s s o c i a t i o n  would have a book v a lu a b le  f o r  a l l  t im e .  Then y o u r 
s u g g e s t io n  t h a t  th e  Alamo have i t s  own p o s tc a rd s  becomes p o s s ib l e  and co u ld  
be worked oib t. W ith n o th in g  s o ld  a t  th e  Alamo e x ce p t yo u r approved  pub
l i c a t i o n s ,  th e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  d ig n i ty  and i n t e g r i t y  o f  you Alamo le a d e rs  w ould 
be e s ta b l i s h e d  in  a  way f o r  you t o  be proud  o f .

P r o f i t s  from  th e s e  s a l e s  would c o n tin u e  s t e a d i l y  th r u  th e  y e a r s .  M erch an ts , 
m is s io n s ,  t o u r i s t  o f f i c e s  and o th e rs  i n  San A ntonio  sh ou ld  be g la d  t o  h a n d le  
an o f f i c i a l  and a t t r a c t i v e  p u b l i c a t i o n ;  i f  s o ,  b o th  you r s e r v ic e  t o  San A ntonio  
and your Alamo income wouId be en h an ced .

I  have n e v e r  s u g g es te d  a n y th in g  l i k e  t h i s ,  a lth o u g h  f r e q u e n t ly  in  m ind.

<s r-t-i

THE BAKER HOTELS


