
MEMORANDA ON HIGHWAY BEAUTIFICATION

Subm itted by th e  Old Spanish T ra i l  A sso c ia tio n  
H ead q u arte rs , San A ntonio, Texas.

There a re  se c tio n s  of road today where b e a u t i f ic a t io n  could  beg in , and 
o th e r  se c tio n s  no t y e t  ready. This work of highway b e a u t i f ic a t io n  w il l  extend 
through the  y e a r s .  The e f f o r t  a t  t h i s  P arliam en t of Women i s  to organ ize and 
g e t s t a r t e d ,  and to  e s ta b l is h  th e  le a d e rsh ip  of th e  women in  the  work of h ig h 
way b e a u t i f ic a t io n .

The men w i l l  b u ild  th e  ro ad s , bu t i t  must be th e  women who w il l  develop 
t h e i r  a t t r a c t iv e n e s s .

A FEDERAL STANDARD HIGHWAY

1% of th e  t o t a l  m ileage in  a l l  s t a te s  i s  today mapped as su b je c t to  
f e d e ra l  a id . The s t a t e s ,  working in  connection  w ith  th e  F ed era l Road Bureau 
a t  W ashington, have been d ecid ing  upon and mapping th i s  system  so th a t  s ta te  
tru n k lin e s  w i l l  be developed and. n a tio n a l  t r u n k lin e s  woven to g e th e r ,  and the 
highways to  re c e iv e  fe d e ra l  a id  determ ined. The Old Spanish T ra i l  i s  today one 
of th ese  f e d e ra l  highways. The rem aining 93/£ of roads in  each of th e  s t a te s  i s  
a s t a te  and county o r p a r ish  p ro p o s itio n  su b je c t  to  w hatever co n d itio n s s t a te s  
and co u n tie s  choose to  work o u t. These fe d e ra l  a id  roads MUST bo m ain tained  by 
the  s t a te  or a l l  f e d e ra l  a id  w i l l  be stoppod.

Highways in  th i s  f e d e ra l  system , whenever c o n s tru c tio n  i s  undertaken w ith 
fe d o ra l a id ,  must come to  f e d e ra l  s ta n d a rd s . This means the road-bed subgrade 
must have a w idth of 24 f e e t  o r more, w ith  a minimum of 14 f t ,  of su rfa c in g .
On th e  g re a t  tru n k lin e s  18 f t .  w idth i s  th e  accep ted  minimum su rfa c e . Bridges 
should be th e  w idth of th e  road.

The r ig h t-o f-w a y  must be 60 f e e t  o r more wide. Sharp curves and corners 
and r a i l ro a d  c ro ss in g s  must be ab o lish e d  where p o s s ib le . Foundations must be 

•c a re fu lly  b u i l t ,  and c a r e f u l ,  permanent regard  shown to  d ra in ag e . In  a word, 
th e  Old Spanish T ra i l  must come to  a r e la t iv e ly  d i r e c t  course w ith  a broad 
rig h t-o f-w a y  and b u i l t  fo r  permanence and fo r  heavy t r a f f i c .  This cannot bo 
accom plished q u ic k ly , bu t b efo re  t r e e s  and shrubs can be p lan ted  the  permanent 
rig h t-o f-w a y  must be known. Highway com m issioners w i l l  cooperate  in  t h i s ,

GROWING NURSERY STOCK BY THE STATE

In  C a lifo rn ia  the  highway commission has su p p lied  land  to  the  s t a te  f o r 
e s t ry  board and th e  fo re s t ry  departm ent i s  growing nu rse ry  s to c k . E x tra c ts  
from th e  C a li fo rn ia  Highway Commission rep o rt'-  have been mimeographed fo r  use 
a t  th i s  convention .

TNDIVIDUAL NURSERIES

A number of s e c tio n s  a rc  p lann ing  to  arran g e  w ith  some farm er o r in d i 
v id u a l to  p la n t and grow fo r  them th e  n u rsery  sto ck  they  w ant. The Women's 
Bureau, A sso c ia tio n  of Commerce, Houma, L a ,, i s  doing t h i s .  In  many cases i t  
w i l l  be s e v e ra l  y ea rs  b efo re  ro ad sid e  p la n tin g  w i l l  be p r a c t ic a b le ,  and a l i t 
t l e  n u rse ry  p la n te d  now w i l l  produce th e  sto ck  in  tim e, and a t  sm all c o s t.

TREE AND SHRUB SELECTION
Over


