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Dear Mrs. Drought

I  r e g r e t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be im possib le  f o r  me 
to  a t te n d  th e  r e c e p tio n  to  be g iven in  honor o f Mr. H arra l 
A yres. I  a s su re  you, however, t h a t  I  deep ly  a p p re c ia te  th e  
i n v i t a t io n ,  and I  am g lad  to  see  t h a t  Mr. A yres' u n t i r in g  and 
u n s e lf is h  e f f o r t s  have a t  l a s t  been rew arded.

I  am so r ry  f o r  th e  m isunderstand ing  t h a t  
had a r is e n  between Mr. Ayres and c e r ta in  p a r t i e s  in  t h i s  S ta te ,  
which had caused some u n p le a sa n tn e ss , b u t I  p e rso n a lly  have 
always had a very  h igh  re g a rd  and a p p re c ia t io n  f o r  Mr. A yres' 
work.

T h erefo re , I  w ish you would extend to  Mr. 
Ayres my s in c e re  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  and a s su re  him th a t  he has 
my w ho le-hearted  co nfidence , which i s  b e s t  r e f l e c te d  by th e  
s ig n a l  honor, t h a t  he i s  to  re c e iv e  a t  your home on Tuesday 
Evening A p ril 29 th .

I  hope th a t  some way w i l l  be found to  m ain ta in  
th e  Old Spanish  T r a i l  O rg an iza tio n , f o r  even though th e  m a te r ia l  
w ork  of c o n s tru c tio n  has been p r a c t i c a l l y  accom plished, we must 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  th e re  a re  a number o f  com p etitiv e  r o u te s ,  which

Again, th an k in g  you f o r  your k ind  
i n v i t a t i o n ,  and w ith  b e s t  w ishes, I  am

S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,
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