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■'rom books I  o a n M  by  th e  C o n g re s s io n a l L ib r a r y  th e se  f l a g  d e s ig n s  
have been o b ta in e d .

Columbus in  m i l i t a r y  s u i t  o f  s c a r le t  and go1 d, fo l lo w e d  by r e t in u e  
b e a r in g  b a n n e rs , f e l l  upon h is  knees , k is s e d  the e a r th ,  gave th a n k s  
to  Cod, and fo r m a l ly  p la n te d  the  c ro s s  a nd  to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  the  
c o u n try  in  th e  name o f  F e rd in a n d  and I s a b e l la .

O f lilO^jOOO g iv e n  Columbus fo ro h e  voyage yueen I s a b e l la  gave o v e r 
^67 ,000 n woman c h i e f I t  made C olum bus' d is c o v e ry  p o s s ib le .

The banne rs  were tw o :

ROYAL BAI3HT3R 0? SPA II I  and th e  "JIIITT BfeKUBR o f  th e  E x p e d it io n .  The 
".'HITT') BAilKGR was C olum bus' p e rs o n a l f la g  g iv e n  him  by th e  v4ue e n . The 
ROYAL 3/UITRR was -the f i r s t  t o  la n d .  THT '7'TL'R Bal.iCR , se cond .

In  th e  ROYAL BAIUISR th e  g o ld e n  ca s t le s  on a re d  f i e l d  s ta n d  f o r  C a s t i le .  
The r e '  l io n s  on a w h ite  f i e l d  s ta n d  f o r  L e o n , th e  two im p o r ta n t  p ro v in c e s .

C olum bus, Ponce de Leon , B a lb o a , I la g e l la n ,  Henendez and o th e rs  used 
th e  R o ya l B anner.

On the  WHITE B&HHER| o f  Columbus th e  g reen  erpss. is  fo r  C h r is t ia n i t y ;  
green i s  th e  c o lo r  f o r  hope . Columbus r e p e a te d ly  s ta te d  toe f  i r s t
purpose  was xsttfr-73.ro: t h a t  o f  a m is s io n a ry -----he hoped to  c o n v e r t  th e

G rea t Khan o r  th e  Em peror o f  C h ina  to  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  The I* and Y 
s ta n d  f o r  F e rd in a n d  and I s a b e l la .

<3*


