
I I I .  MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST DIVISION — 90 M ile s .

The s e a t  Of th e  f i r s t  c o lo n iz in g  e f f o r t s  o f  th o  French; and th e  

f i r s t  c a p i t a l  o f  L o u is ia n a . L a te r  b o th  S pan ish  and E n g lish  con

t r o l l e d  th e  t e r r i t o r y .  S ea t to d ay  o f  summer and w in te r  c o lo n ie s  

seek in g  th e  p le a s u re s  o f  th e  G ulf end th e  b e a u t i e s  o f  i t s  s h o re s .

IV. LOUISIANA DIVISION — 350 M ile s .

For 900 y e a rs  th e  Sp n is h  s a i l e d  th e  G ulf o f  Mexico and h e ld  i t  

as a  S pan ish  l a k e .  A rg o sies  la d e n  w ith  go ld  s a i l e d  over i t  and 

f i l l e d  th e  y e a rs  w ith  romance and a d v e n tu re . E x p e d itio n s  sought new 

so u rc e s  o f  r i c h e s  b u t th e  S p a n ia rd  p a sse d  by th e  em pire the  M is s i s s ip p i  

R iv er em braced. Do Soto d is c o v e re d  and c ro ssed /inT gh ty  F a th e r  o f

Voters and w h ile  d y in g  begged h i s  fo l lo w e rs  to  s u b je c t  i t  to  th e  f l a g  

o f  S p a in . But th e  p e r i s h in g  rem nan ts o f  t h a t  e x p e d it io n  s t ru g g le d  

down th e  M is s i s s ip p i  R iv e r se e k in g  s a f e ty  and l e f t  to  L a S a lle , th e  

F rench  C anadian from Q uebec, 140 y e a rs  l a t e r ,  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f c la im 

ing  th e  v a s t  t e r r i t o r y  th e  S p an ish  m ight have commanded had th ey  

fo llo w ed  up th e  R iv e r from th o  G u lf. £n 1699, 17 y e a rs  a f t e r  L a S a lle , 

a  F rench  f l e e t  e n te r e d  th e  G u lf and c o lo n iz e d  L o u is ia n a . L a te r  th e  

L o u is ia n a  o f  th e  F rench  was s u b je c te d  to  th e  s ta n d a rd s  o f  Spain and 

th e  C a s t i l i a n  p e r io d  o f  Hew O rlean s  has l e f t  i t s  im press fo r  a l l  tim a  

A fte r th e  American R ev o lu tio n  F rance a g a in  c o n tr o l l e d  and L o u is ia n a  

was f i n a l l y  so ld  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  by N apoleon. The M is s is s ip p i  

R ivor was th e  doorway fo r  a l l  th e  m id land  co u n try  and in  th e  r e s t l e s s  

s t ru g g le  o f  ra c e s  and o f  men to  p o ss e ss  th e  V/est, New O rlean s became 

th e  c r u c ib le  where th e  b u rn in g  p a s s io n s  o f  l i f e  and am b itio n  were 

fu sed  in to  a  r a c i a l  ty p e  d i f f e r e n t  from a n y th in g  in  A m erica.


