
O p e r a t i n g  C o s t s
Experts arc still figuring out the op

erating costs of an automobile with ref
erence to differing types of roads. The 
Iowa State College and Highway Re
search Council determines that a two- 
ton car traveling 100 miles over gravel 
or macadam costs more than $4.50 in 
gas and tire wear. Over concrete the 
cost is about 2 cents a mile, a net sav
ing of more than 50% in favor of that 

Surface. The National Automobile 
Chamber of Commerce, in Operation 
and Maintenance, says that it costs 
10.27 cents per mile to operate the ov
erage passenger car, according to a 
study made by the Iowa College depart
ment. Eleven typical cars ranging in 
price from $400 to $1,800 were used in 
demonstration. This cost is made up of 
gasoline, 1.61; oil, .31; tires, .98; main
tenance, 1.24; depreciation 3.16; inter
est, 1.25; insurance, .31; garage, .83; 
license, .59—all in cents per mile. Of 
these cars a light four touring with a 
cost per mile of 7.05 was the lowest, 
while a six-cylinder coach was the high
est, with 11.73 cents.
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OPERA TIO N

Gas $1 .61  
O il .31
T ire s  .98  
I 'a i n t 1 c e 1 .S 4 ■ 4 .1 4

H A IU T S I te lC B

L e n r e 't n  3.1C-':
T n t 's t  1 .25  
T ns 'oe  .31 
Garage .83 
l i c e n s e  _ .5 £  6 .14
Av. C a r , . . . . .  . 10 .28

L ig h t  B onr, . .  . 7 .05
S ix  C y l in d e r , .  1 1 .7 3 <

NOTE. These c o s ts  a re  on 
c o n s ta n t ,  day hy day , b a s 
i s .  a s i x  o y l .  c a r  c o l 
l e c t i n g  11 .73  p e r  m i. oc
c a s io n a l ly  i s  s t i l l  c o s t 
in g  the owner 11 .75  p e r 'n i .  
w h ile  he has th e  c a r

7hen 1 2 /  p e r  m i. in  c o l 
le c te d  on lo n g , h a rd  t r i p s ,  
and n o th in g  on ■’rm iraerab le  
l i t t l e  ,-asy t r i p s ,  th e  1 2 / 
does n o t pay f o r  th e  o p e r 
a t in g  and the  h ard  w ear and 
t e a r  and th e  e x c e ss iv e  de
p r e c i a t i o n  im posed. One 
7/onld have to  a v e ra g e  on a l l  
d r iv in g  to  come o u t even on 
1 2 / p e r  m i.
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i A  recent news item  said:
■'According to engineering experts in W ashington, D. C., the 

m inimum cost a t which a passenger au tom obile m ay be opera ted  is 
7 1-2 cents a mile. This am ount includes gasoline, oil, tires, re 
pairs, labor and  m aterials.”

T he above estim ate docs no t include depreciation which on most 
cars equal 100%  in four or five years, including depreciation  the 
cost of operating an autom obile is from  I 0 to 30 cents per mile. 

T he average cost is above 1 5 cents per mile.
T he average fare on a street car is 2 1-2 cents per mile, therefore 

the cost of a  three-m ile ride to town in an au tom obile will average 
45 cents, as against seven cents on a  street car.

In the sum m er a car parked  in the open will be injured by  the 
w eather alone m ore in one day  than the street ca r fare necessary 
to carry the ow ner to and  from  business, to say nothing of o ther 
costs.


