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My d e a r  M r. A y res :

I  am g la d  to  g e t  y o u r  r e a c t i o n  r e g a r d in g  th e  f i r s t  m e e tin g  
o f  th e  Y anaguana S o c ie ty ,  and I  c a r r i e d  away w i th  me some im p re s s io n s  
t h a t  a r e  q u i t e  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  y o u r  own. I  am a f r a i d  t h a t  o u r  f r i e n d  
C habot h a s  o rg a n iz e d  a  m u tu a l a d m ir a t io n  a s s o c i a t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  a  
g ro u p  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o l a r s  c o m p e ten t t o  f e r r e t  o u t f a c t s  a c c o r d in g  
t o  th e  b e s t  c an o n s o f  c r i t i c i s m .

How t h a t  th e  a p p o in tm e n ts  t o  o f f i c e  h ave  b e en  m ade, w hat 
h av e  th e y  to  o f f e r  a s  c r e d e n t i a l s  so  t h a t  th e  s o c i e t y  may f u n c t io n  

v  w i th  t h a t  p r e c i s i o n  and  e x p e d ie n c y  t h a t  a r e  th e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  an  
e f f i c i e n t  body o f  e x e c u t iv e s ?

In  th e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  th e  p r e s id e n c y  h a s  b e en  g iv e n  t o  a  
p e r s o n  who d id  n o t  g ra c e  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  o c c a s io n  by  h i s  p r e s e n c e .
What h a s  he c o n t r ib u t e d  t o  th e  f i e l d  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o l a r s h ip  and 
r e s e a r c h  t o  recommend him  a s  l e a d e r  i n  so  g r e a t  an  u n d e r ta k in g ?

A g a in , i f  t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  e x p e c ts  t o  a c h ie v e  r e s u l t s ,  an  
a n n u a l  m e e tin g  d o es  n o t  g iv e  s u f f i c i e n t  a t t e n t i o n  and tim e  f o r  th e  
p u rp o s e s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  i t s  f o u n d a t io n .  The i n d iv i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

v' o f  m em bers t o  c o l l e c t  docum en ts and m em oirs i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f in e d .
My own e x p e r ie n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  members o f  th e  C om m ission , 
show s t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d i s p o s i t i o n  n o t  t o  p a r t  w i th  th e s e  p a p e r s  t h a t  
h av e  p a s s e d  from  g e n e r a t io n  to  g e n e r a t i o n  a s  h e ir lo o m s .  H en ce , I  
h av e  n o t  u se d  much p e r s u a s io n  t o  g e t  th e  o r i g i n a l s ,  b u t  I  g e n e r a l l y  
a t te m p t  t o  s e c u re  them  a s  a  lo a n  f o r  a  l im i te d  tim e  so  t h a t  th e  p a g e s  
may be re p ro d u c e d  by p h o t o s t a t ,  and ev en  th e n  I  am n o t  a lw ay s  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  my a p p ro a c h .


