
LINCOLN WAY IDEAL SECTION

TO BE DUPLICATED NEAR DETROIT

D etro it to  P ontiac Improvement 
Twice Width of Model S ec tio n

W ill Be L ighted  Also

D e tr o it , Mich. -  The Id ea l S ectio n  o f the L incoln  High­

way com pleted r e c e n t ly  in  Lake County, Ind iana, 30 m iles  south  o f  

Chicago, remains .the f in e s t  s t r e tc h  o f th e  tr a n sc o n tin e n ta l road 

between New York and San F ran cisco .

But Oakland County, M ichigan i s  go ing  to  p rov id e  a road

between P on tiac and D e tro it  which in  many r e sp e c ts  w i l l  be two

L in co ln  Highway Id ea l S ec tio n s s id e  by s id e .  I t  i s  b e lie v e d

vth a t when the 33 m ile  road i s  com pleted between D e tro it  and 
the

■Pontiac, i t  w i l l  b e / f in e s t  s e c t io n  o f modern ru ra l highway in  

th e  U nited  S ta te s .

T r a ff ic  Development Rapid

I t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  n o te  how t h i s  road has developed .

Only ten  years ago th e  f i r s t  sh o r t s t r ip  o f con crete  was la id  on 

th e  road in  what i s  now the c i t y  o f D e tr o it . In 1915 another 

s e c t io n  was con creted  near th e  P on tiac  end. A d d ition a l s t r ip s  

o f pavement 15 and 16 f e e t  w ide were la i d  in  1916 and 17 , the  

road b e in g  com pleted to  an average w idth o f  16 f e e t  in  th e  la t t e r  

y ea r ,

This new road was not a year o ld  when I t  became obvious 

th a t i t  was far  to o  narrow to  care for  th e  ever in c r e a s in g  t r a f f i  

Many f a t a l  a c c id e n ts  occurred , some due to  cars b e in g  crowded o f f  

th e  road and onto th e  track s o f th e  in teru rb an  l in e  which p a ra l­

l e l s  th e  highway fo r  th e  g r ea ter  p art o f th e  way.

The s t a t e  and county now expect to  do th e  job r ig h t .  A 

r ig h t-o f-w a y  o f 300 fe e t (d o u b le  th e  r ig h t-o f-w a y  secu red  for  the  

Id ea l S ectio n  o f th e  L incoln  Highway) has been prov id ed  and when 

th e  new highway i s  f in is h e d  i t  w i l l  c o n s is t  o f two 40 fo o t  con­

c r e te  pavements sep ara ted  by a 44 fo o t  sp ace  in  which th e  in te r ­

urban l i n e  w i l l  run. High curbs w i l l  sep a r a te  th e  in terurban  

tr a c k s  from th e  two autom obile h ighw ays, each o f  which w i l l  

carry one way t r a f f i c .  O utside o f  each 40 fo o t  pavement w i l l  be


