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D ear M r. A y re s : -

You w i l l  r e c a l l  some co rre sp o n d e n ce  had between 
you  and th e  w r i t e r  i n  Jan u ary  r e l a t i v e  to  an O ld  S pan ish  T r a i l  
c o n v e n t io n  to  be h e ld  i n  J a c k s o n v i l le  t h i s  y e a r .  S ince  th a t  
tim e  b e l ie v e  some co rre sp o n d e n ce  has passed be tw een you  and th e  
J a c k s o n v i l le  Chamber o f  Commerce. A t any ra te ,w e  do n o t  seem to  
be g e t t in g  any c lo s e r  to g e th e r .  What i s  th e  t r o u b le ?  To a v o id  
a d u p l ic a t io n  o f  l e t t e r s  and to  d e f in e  o u r  p o s i t io n  c l e a r l y ,  I  
am e n c lo s in g  copy  o f  a l e t t e r  t h a t  i s  to d a y  g o in g  to  M r. Marsh 
a t  P e n s a c o la .

How, f r ie n d  A y re s , l e t s  n o t  b e a t a round  th e  bush . 
L e t 's  la y  o u r  c a rd s  on th e  t a b le  and t a l k  to  one a n o th e r  f r e e ly  
and f r i e n d l y  -  d is p la y in g  an O liv e  B ranch  r a th e r  th a n  a re d  f l a g .

S e v e ra l t r a n s c o n t in e n ta l  h ighw ays  have approached  
us i n  th e  p a s t fe w  m onths a s k in g  o u r  c o o p e ra t io n ,  b u t as I  fo u nd  
i;h a t th e s e  h ig h w a ys  w ere d i r e c t  c o m p e t ito rs  o f  the O ld  S pan ish  
' ^ r a i l ,  I  d id  n o t  b r in g  them  b e fo re  th e  A u to m o b ile  C lub  even f o r  
c o n s id e r a t io n .  H ow ever, i f  i t  i s  th e  in t e n t i o n  o f  th e  O ld  Span­
is h  T r a i l  A s s o c ia t io n  to  e l im in a te  J a c k s o n v i l le  fro m  t h e i r  nego­
t i a t i o n s ,  th e n  i t  w i l l  be up to  J a c k s o n v i l le  to  p r o te c t  h e r  i n t e r ­
e s ts  by fa v o r a b ly  c o n s id e r in g  th e  o v e r tu re s  made to  u s .

I  t r u s t  t h a t  o u r  d if f e r e n c e s  a re  n o t  o f  a n a tu re  
t h a t  o a n n o t be p e a c e fu l ly  and h a rm o n io u s ly  a d ju s te d ,  so i f  you  
w i l l  be p e r f e c t l y  f r a n k  w i t h  me, I  a ssu re  you  t h a t  I  w i l l  be e q u a l­
l y ,  i f  n o t  more f r a n k  w i th  y o u .

A llo w  us to  c o n g ra tu la te  y o u  upon th e  trem endous 
w o rk  you have done and th e  good t h a t  you  have a c c o m p lis h e d , b u t  
a ls o  a l lo w  us to  im p re s s  upon y o u  t h a t  F lo r id a  has n o t been n e g l i ­
g e n t i n  h e r  d u ty ,  as c o n t ra c ts  on re c o rd  a t  T a lla h a s s e e  f o r  the  
c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  S ta te  Hoad # 1 , w h ich  i s  th e  O ld  S pan ish  T r a i l  i n  
F lo r id a ,  w i l l  c o n c lu s iv e ly  d e m o n s tra te .


