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There has Been so much p o iso n  spread abroad in  re c e n t m onths, and 
so many d e m o ra liz in g  in flu e n c e s  th a t  a re  m e re ly  demogogic p re tense  
a t  good f o r  the  Old Spanish T r a i l  th a t  as a p e rso n a l m a tte r  I  would he 
w i l l i n g  to  g iv e  a l l  th e  fa c ts  to  th e  members and th e  nev/spapers and 
l e t  the  t r ib u n a l  o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n  a c t .  I n t r ig u e  and m is re p re s e n ta tio n  
w ould th e n  soon s to p , and th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  peop le  in  t h i s  p ro je c t  
would re a c t and g ive  i t  new l i f e .  I  had n o t been back in  San A n ton io  
from  th e  e a s te rn  ssxk  and ibnsna th e  Y/ashington w ork two weeks b e fo re  I  
had a l l  th e  evidence needed f o r  th is  p o l ic y  o f  p u b l ic i t y .

B ut th e re  were many in  San A n to n io  who have supported t h is  work s in ce  
H eadquarte rs  has been h e re , and as San A n ton ians and as Texans th e y  p re^ 
fe r re d  to  work out th e  s i tu a t io n  c o n s t ru c t iv e ly  and prove th a t  San A n ton io  
cou ld  be t r u s te d  in  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  t h i s  b ig ,  n a t io n a l u n d e rta k in g .

I  shared t h is  f e e l in g ,  and waived my reasons fo r  r e p o r t in g  p ro m p tly
to  th e  members, and then  to  t r u s t  th e  peop le  to  d r iv e  ou t th e  in flu e n c e s  
th a t  had opera ted  so re c k le s s ly  in  my seven months absence.

In  t h is  more c o n s tru c t iv e  p o l ic y  i t  was n e c e s s a ry .to  de te rm ine  th e  
fa c ts  f r e e  from  a l l  p e rs o n a l c o n s id e ra t io n s ,  so I  ap po in te d  a com m ittee 
o f  f i v e  s u b s ta n t ia l  and s u c c e s s fu l bu s in ess  men o f  Ban A n to n io  to  in v e s t 
ig a te  and r e p o r t .  A l l  these  men Jjave been members o f  the A s s o c ia t io n  
from  th e  b e g in n in g  and fo u r  o f  them a re  members o f  th e  A d v is o ry  Board.
T h e ir  b u s in ess  s ta n d in g  assu res  t h e i r  independence. To in s u re  a th o ro  
and im p a r t ia l  in v e s t ig a t io n  th e  p u b l ic  a u d ito rs  p re v io u s ly  employed by 
th e  P re s id e n t,  and a ls o  th e  a t to rn e y s  o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n , were p laced  
a t th e  command o f  t h i s  Com m ittee. '.'he P re s id e n t accepted t h is  
com m ittee as s a t is f a c to r y  and agreed to  ab ide  by i t s  c o n c lu s io n s .

T h is  Com m ittee, and th e  a u d ito r s ,  and th e  a t to rn e y s ,  spent a month 
in q u ir in g  in to  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A rpere a u d it  o f  books d o e s n 't n e c e s s a r ily  
show re c k le s s  o r  in ju d ic io u s  d isbu rsem en ts , w a s te fu l p o l ic ie s ,  s tu p id  
methods, i l l e g a l  conduct o r fa ls e  re p re s e n ta t io n .

T h is  Committee has been ready to  re p o r t  s ince  September 18 th . By 
one exciise and a n o th e r th e  m ee ting  o f  th e  A d v is o ry  Board to  re c e iv e  th a t  
re p o r t  has been de layed . Lleanwhile in. keep ing  w ith  my d e s ire  to  a l lo w  
th e  Committee a b s o lu te  freedom  I  have re f ra in e d  from  assuming c o n t ro l o f 
a f f a i r s .  I t  seems however th a t  th e  P re s id e n t has take n  advantage o f  
t h is  a t t i t u d e ,  and in s te a d  o f  a w a it in g  the re p o r t  and recommendations 
o f  th e  Committee and o f  t h is  A d v is o ry  Board, He has gone on more re c k le s s ly  
than  b e fo re .

T h is  Committee now unan im ous ly  recommends th e  re s ig n a t io n  o f  the  P re s id e n t. 
The re p o rt-s h o w  th a t  th e  p o l ic ie s  in  fo rc e  b e fo re  th e  p e rio d  o f u s u rp a tio n  
were good and the  a u d ito rs  recommend th e y  be made the f ix e d  p o l ic ie s  
o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n ,  and t h is  Committee acce p ts * ‘o s 'p ro p e r  f o r  th e  b u s in ess 
l i k e  conduct o f  th e  w ork.

The P re s id e n t now re fu s e s  to  re s ig n  d e s p ite  th e  fa c t  he pledged h im s e lf  
b e fo re  t h is  Board to  ab id e  by th e  judgment o f  t h i s  Committee. T h is  
f i n a l  a c t  o f  d is c r e d i t ,  coup led w ith  h is  con tinu ed  e f f o r t s  to  contuse the  
issu es  w ith  demagogic p re te n se s  maizes i t  necessa ry  to  g iv e  th e  whole 
s to ry  to  th e  p u b l ic ,  f o r  as re p u ta b le  men we cannot co n tin u e  to  keep


