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Llay 21 ,1928

My d e a r M r.A y re s ,
Thanlc you  v e ry  much f o r  th e  T ra v e lo g e  you  s e n t u s . 

a s h o r t  t im e  ago c o n ta in in g  th e  c u t  o f  th e  O ld e s t House. I t  lo o k s  very 
w e l l  o n ly  b e in g  l i k e  a r e f l e c t i o n  ,p u ts  ta e  house on th e  w rong s id e  o f  
th e  s t r e e t .  P e rhaps  th e  c u t  we haa  made sn o u la  have been th e  o th e r  way 
to  make i t  p r i n t  as i t  i s .

As you  a re  so h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o r r e c t , I  was s u rp r is e d  to  rea d  the  
w r i t e - u p  t h a t  fo l lo w e d  a b o u t "The F o u n ta in  o f  Y o u th " .  I  have s p e n t a 
g re a t  d e a l o f  t im e  t h i s  w in te r  h u n t in g  up docum en ts ,and  th e  t r u e  f a c t s  
c o n c e rn in g  th e  p ro p e r ty  now owned by M r.F ra s e r .H e  has th e  a n c ie n t  s i t e  
o f  th e  In d ia n  v i l l a g e  o f  IT a c a r is  on h is  p la c e , th e  Cano ox De la  Leche o r  
H o s p i ta l  G reek w e n t beyond th e  1500 y a rd  l i n e ,  he p ro b a b ly  has th e  s i t e  
w here Henendez had h is  fo rm a l la n d in g  and F i r s t  Mass, n is  p la c e  has been 
fo u g h t  o v e r by In d ia n s  , E n g l is h  and S pa n ish  .1 have been o v e r a l l  th e  ■ 
o ld  S p a n ish  uooumenes ne nas c o n c e rn in g  Ponce de Leon and th e y  re la . te  
o n ly  to  a l l  F lo r id a  o r  P o r to  R ic o ,n o  th in g  e s p e c ia l c o n c e rn in g  h is  p la c e .  
He w an teu  me to  w r i t e  a b o o k le t  f o r  h im  ,and  I  re fu s e d  u n le s s 'h e  would- 
d is t r o y  th e  c o q u in a  c ro s s  and s to n e  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  dug w e l l .  You see 
I  used to  d r iv e  o v e r t h a t  p la c e  ,many t im e s  b e fo re  L u e l la  M cG onne ll-D ay  
b o u g h t i t  , c o q u in a  was d is c o v e re d  in  1580 ,and  I  have one o f  th o se  o ld  
c o q u in a  w e l ls  u n d e r my own xiouse, th e y  a re  s u p p lie d  by th e  A t la n t i c  Ocean 
and th e  w a te r  r is e s  and f a i l s  v i t a  tr ie  t id e s .M rs .D a y  was known to  be 
n o t n o rm a l in  h e r  m in d ,a n d  sue to o k  a w e l l  known map o f  S t .A u g u s t in e  
had  i t  red u ce d  to  a p o s t c a rd  and p r in t e d  on i t  t h a t  tn e  f o r t  was b u i l t  
i i i  1513 and I  a c t u a l ly  fo u n d  i t  l i s t e d  in  th e  L ib r a r y  o f  C ongress , and 
o n ly  l a s t  F a l l  succeeded in  h a v in g  i t  m arked as a fra u d .P o n c e  de Leon 
la n d e d  in  t u i s  h a rb o r  somewhere A p r i l  3 rd .  and l e f t  F r id a y  8 th .  i f  he k  
had to  d ig  f o r  s u r fa c e  w a te r  , to  g e t  h is  casks  f i l l e d  th e  p la c e  he dug 
w o u ld  have d is a p p e a re d  b e fo re  th e  S p a n ia rd s  re tu rn e d .T h e  F ra s e rs  a re  x b  
ch a rm in g  p e o p le  , c o l le g e  g ra d u a te s  b o th  o f  them , I  ca n n o t u n d e rs ta n d  
them .P once de Leon p u t  a m a rk e r a t  R io  de la  C r u z ,A p r i l  20 where he had 
a f i g h t  w i t h  some In d ia n s  and I  e x p la in e d  to  th e  F ra z e rs  th a t  you  c o u ld  
n o t  c la im  to  be th e  f i r s t  standing  p la c e  on A p r i l  3 rd .  and th e  second o f  
A p r i l  2 0 ie th .  f o r  th e  same p la c e .  There  a re  q u ic k  sands on S t .F r a n c is  
S t .n e a r  my nouse . th e r e  w ere s p r in g s  ba ck  o f  th e  G o v e rn o r 's  house , and 
a b ig  one a t  S an ta  R o s a ,I remember se e in g  l i t t l e  s p r in g s  in  th e  woods 
h e a d in g  s m a ll s trea m s , b u t  I  n e v e r h e a rd  o f  a s p r in g  t h a t  d id  n o t  have
any o v e r - f lo w  .

I  am s o r r y  th e  c o q u in a  m a rk e r f o r  th e  O .S .T . i s  
l i x e  a. huge cheese , i f  i f  c o u ld  be p la s te re d  a l l  o v e r so u g ly  , i t  lo o k s  

and made r e a l l y


