
Roadside Planting
and the

Care of Trees and Shrubs Along Highways*

Tunnels of cool shade refresh th e  tourist.

b—̂ j|H E  fact th a t m any organizations aside from s ta te , county  and 
■  township highway departm ents are tak ing  great in terest in roadside 

planting makes it advisable for these departm ents to  ado p t certain  
standards of procedure to  govern this work. Property  owners, im prove
m ent associations, garden clubs, women’s clubs, and o ther bodies are 
interested in making our highways more a ttrac tiv e  as well as u tilitarian  
and their work should be coordinated. Highway departm en ts  should 
have au thority  to compel conformity to  standards, relating  to  roadside 
planting, established by them.

Ample precedent for such action by highway authorities is to  be found 
in the states of W ashington, M assachusetts, Pennsylvania and M ichigan. 
N early 2 million trees will be required for com plete ornam entation  of 
the W ashington state highways; M assachusetts has p lanted  nearly  50,000 
up to  date; Wayne County, M ichigan, has specifications governing all 
roadside work, which telephone and electric service com panies m ust

observe; and Kane County, Illinois, is planting  the full d istance of its 
famous Fox River Trail. El Paso County, Texas, m ade a beginning on 
this work a few years ago. On the "Ideal Section” of th e  Lincoln H igh
way roadside planting was an im portant con tract. T he Jefferson D avis 
Memorial Highway Association has adopted th e  plan of p lan ting  pecan 
trees as mile posts along its highway from R ichm ond, V a., to  V icksburg, 
Miss.

Pennsylvania and M ichigan have appointed landscape gardeners, 
under whose direction new planting is planned and executed, and exist ing 
trees are preserved during highway construction. Shade trees of consider-
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able growth m ay govern the location of a pavem ent so long as a serious 
disalignm ent is not the result. Locating engineers in Pennsylvania are 
instructed  th a t “ there is no excuse w hatever for any trees being un
necessarily destroyed or injured during the progress of the w ork.”

I .  L o c a tio n

In locating roadside trees, s tandard  distances should be established 
from the edges of the pavem ent and from the property lines for a  belt of 
planting, a t  the sam e tim e giving due regard to  safety for present traffic, 
possible future widening of the pavem ent, and drainage. T he planting 
location m ust also take into consideration the location of pole and wire 
lines, the recom mended position for 
which is a t the extrem e sides of the 
right-of-way, preferably not more 
than 3 feet from the property or 
fence line.

I t  is recommended th a t oil a  00- 
foot right-of-w ay the trees be set 
not less than  10 feet from the center 
line nor more than  22 feet, giving 
a m inim um  clearance of 0 feet from 
the side of a 20-foot pavem ent to  
the planting.

On a 00-foot right-of-way (the 
standard  highway) they should be 
not less than 10 feet, nor more than  
25 feet, from the center line. W ider 
highways m ay be trea ted  similarly, 
always reserving a belt or right-of- 
way for roadside planting  which 
will not encroach upon o ther road
side utilities. Such a belt of road
side planting  is far more t o be desired 
than  stra igh t, parallel, rows of trees.

A tree-bordered ru ra l avenue.

N atu ra l clusters of trees break th e  monotony 
of evenly spaced p lanting.


