
THE ROYAL BANNER IN  THE REIGN OF ISABEL 
2ND FERNANDO

TW t  C a s t  i u-1 k it f  i  a g-

I t  w i l l  "be obse rve d  th a t  th e  f l a g  o f  C a s t i le  (1 ) o f  1350 

was th e  r o y a l  f l a g  o f  S p a in  (5 ) u n d e r F e rd in a n d  and I s a b e l la ,  

b u t  t h a t  i t  had become re c ta n g u la r  in  shape, and th e  l io n s  

-  were re d  in s te a d  o f  b lu e .  I s a b e l la ,  Queen o f  C a s t i le  and Leon, 

m a r r ie d  F e rd in a n d , K in g  o f  A ragon , (1 4 6 9 ) , and to g e th e r  th e y  

c o n s o lid a te d  th e  k ingdom s and lo r d s h ip s  o f  t h a t  re a lm  in to  a 

com bined n a t io n .  N o th in g  fro m  th e  f l a g  o f  A ragon (2 ) was i n 

c o rp o ra te d  in to  th e  r o y a l  b a n n e r . N o t a lo n e  d id  th e  C a s t i l ia n  

f l a g  become th e  f l a g  o f  S p a in  b u t  th e  C a s t i l ia n  Queen, I s a b e l la ,  

was th e  g re a t  s o v e re ig n  in  th e  c o n s o l id a t io n  o f  th e  new n a t io n ;  

n o t  F e rd in a n d  o f  A ra g o n , h e r  husband and th e  King«*~and C a s t i l ia n  

became th e  language  o f  S p a in  in  Europe and in  th e  c o lo n ie s  in  

th e  A m e ric a s . I t  was t h is  f l a g  t h a t  Columbus c a r r ie d  as th e

r o y a l  b anne r on h is  voyage o f  d is c o v e ry ,  to g e th e r  w i t h  h is  p e r -
(4 )

s o n a l b a n n e r /  g iv e n  to  h im  by Queen I s a b e l la ? and th a t  was c a r r ie d

in  th e  e a r ly  A m erican  co n q ue s ts  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  p e rs o n a l banne rs  
o f  th e  n o b le s  and th e  a d v e n tu re rs  t h a t  le d  th o se  con q ue s ts  and 
e x p lo r a t io n s . J

The R oya l ,B anner as shown in  i l l u s t r a t i o n  5 is  a c c o rd in g  to
rft-

th e  b o o k , "Famous F la g s  o f  A m e ric a ,"  b y  N .R .H ughes, now in  th e  ^  

L ib r a r y  o f  C o n g re ss .

In  th e  F la g  Number o f  th e  G eograph ic  M agaz ine , O c to b e r 1917, •

J p 338 , No. 359, (copy  in  San A n to n io  L ib r a r y ) ,  th is . .R o y a l F la g  

i s  shown w i t h  th e  l io n s  on a s i l v e r  f i e l d  in s te a d  o f  th e  w h ite  v 

f i e l d ,  and w ith  g o ld  crow ns o ve r th e  heads o f  th e  l i o n s .

C a s t i le  and Leon t r a n s la te d ,  mean c a s t le  and L io n - — th e  " 
K ingdom  o f  C a s tle s  and th e  K ingdom  o f  L io n s  com bined under 
th e  s o v e re ig n ty  o f  C a s t i le .


