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INTERNATIONAL MERIDIAN HIGHWAY—U. S. 81, Canada 14, Mexico 1 
MAIN STREET OF NORTH AMERICA

Surfaced from Winnipeg to Monterrey, using U. S. 77 in Oklahoma—2000 Miles—by July, 1929.
Connects Paved U. S. 40 to A tlantic with All-W eather U. S. 80 and 90 to Pacific.

N EW T O N , KANSAS

March 7 t h ,  1 9 2 8 .
D ea r  S i r :

By t h e  end  o f  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  M e r i d i a n  H igh w ay  w i l l  b e  s u r f a c e d  fr o m  
W in n i p e g ,  C an ad a ,  t o  M o n t e r r e y ,  M e x i c o — 2 0 0 0  m i l e s — e x c e p t  3 8  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  
P e m b in a ,  13  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  A b e r c r o m b i e ,  N. D. , 1 2  m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  C o n c o r d i a ,  
K a n s a s ,  50  m i l e s  b e t w e e n  K i n g f i s h e r  an d  C h i c k a s h a  an d  2 4  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  T e r r a l l  
i n  Oklahoma and  p r o b a b l y  20  m i l e s  i n  L a S a l l e  c o u n t y ,  T e x a s .  The g r a d e  and  
s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  be  c o m p l e t e d  on a b o v e  e a r t h  m i l e a g e  i n  1 9 2 8  e x c e p t  a b o u t  35  
m i l e s  and same s u r f a c e d  i n  1 9 2 9 .  From W in n ip e g  t o  N ew ton  i t  w i l l  be  n e a r l y  a l l  
g r a v e l  r o a d  and fr o m  N ew ton  t o  L a re d o  n e a r l y  a l l  p a v e d .  An o p t i o n a l  r o u t e  
fro m  S o u t h  Haven t o  F o r t  W orth v i a  Oklahoma C i t y  w i l l  be  c o m p l e t e d  t h i s  y e a r  
b u t  U. S .  81  w i l l  be  t h e  s i g n  t o  f o l l o w .  U. S .  81  s i g n s  h a v e  b e e n  e r e c t e d  fro m  
Canada t o  M ex ico  e x c e p t  i n  T e x a s  w h e r e  U. S .  81  i s  s t i l l  T e x a s  2 .

The M e r i d i a n  H igh w ay  i s  t o  b e  g r a v e l e d  f r o m  L a re d o  t o  M o n t e r r e y  t h i s  
y e a r  an d  w i l l  be  o p e n  t o  P a c i f i c  O cean v i a  M e x ic o  C i t y  i n  tw o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .

The M e r i d i a n  H igh w ay  i s  t h e  o n l y  h i g h w a y  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e s i g 
n a t e d  a  U. S .  P r i m a r y  H igh w ay  and  g i v e n  t h e  same n u m ber .

The e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  M e r i d i a n  H ig h w a y  t o  B u e n o s  A i r e s ,  S o u t h  A m e r ic a ,  
w a s ' a  G r a n d i o s e  Dream a f e w  m o n th s  a g o  b u t  i t  h a s  a s s u m e d  t a n g i b l e  fo r m  an d  w i l l  
i n  t i m e  becom e a  r e a l i t y .  I t  i s  f a v o r e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  
c r o s s e d  and i s  b e i n g  p r o m o t e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y  s t r o n g  f i n a n c i a l  an d  p o 
l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  w e l l  o r g a n i s e d .  S e e  t h e  map on b a c k  h e r e o f  and  r e a d  t h e  com
m e n t s  t h e r e o n  and p l e a s e  w r i t e  y o u r  m embers o f  C o n g r e s s  t o  f a v o r  i t .  A s u r 
f a c e d  r o a d  fr o m  W in n ip e g  t o  M e x ic o  l o o k e d  a s  d o u b t f u l  a  f e w  y e a r s  a g o  a s  d o e s  
t h e  Pan A m e r ic a n  now .  The Pan A m e r ic a n  h i g h w a y  p h y s i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  e a s y  
com pared  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Pan A m e r ic a n  R a i l r o a d .  The f i n a n c i n g  c a n  be  
d on e  by  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a e s .  I t  w i l l  b e  a  
Good W i l l  p r o j e c t  a s  w e l l  a s  a  g r e a t  e c o n o m ic  a s s e t  t o  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  t o u c h e d .  
The Pan A m e r ic a n  H igh way i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  M e r i d i a n  and  i t  i s  
h o p ed  t h e  Pan A m e r ic a n  a d o p t s  U. S .  81  t o  W i n n i p e g .  The M e r i d i a n  H igh w ay  i s  t h e  
l o g i c a l  c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  Pan A m e r ic a n  an d  a l l  t h e  P r im a r y  U. S .  O cean  
t o  O cean H ig h w a y s .  At San A n t o n i o  i t  c r o s s e s  U. S .  9 0 ,  a t  F o r t  W orth U. S .  8 0 ,  a t  
W aurika  U. S .  7 0 ,  a t  N ew ton  U. S .  5 0 s  a n d  M cP h erso n  U. S .  5 0 n ,  a t  S a l i n a  U. S .  4 0 s  
and  s o u t h  o f  C o n c o r d i a  U. S .  4 0 n ,  a t  C olum bus  U. S .  3 0 ,  n e a r  P i e r c e  U. S .  2 0  an d  
a t  F a r g o  U. S .  1 0 .  A p a v e d  r o a d  w i l l  s h o r t l y  c o n n e c t  A t l a n t i c  C o a s t  c i t i e s  w i t h  
U. S .  81  o v e r  U. S .  8 0 ,  U. S .  6 6 ,  U. S .  5 0 s  an d  U. S .  4 0 n  an d  U. S .  3 0 .  U. S .  8 1 —  
M e r i d i a n  H igh w ay— i s  now c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  P a c i f i c  O cean b y  tw o a l l - w e a t h e r  r o a d s ,  
t o - w i t ,  U. S .  8 0  an d  U. S .  90  an d  o t h e r s  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t i m e .

We w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  f u r n i s h  m a t s  f o r  n e w s p a p e r  u s e  o f  t h e  map on t h e  o p p o 
s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h i s  s h e e t  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e  s u p p l y  l a s t s .

The M e r i d i a n  H igh w ay  h a s  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  an d  h a s  n e g l e c t e d  t o  a d v e r 
t i s e  e x t e n s i v e l y .  I t  w a n t e d  s u r f a c e d  r o a d  f i r s t — i t  now a l m o s t  h a s  i t .

P l e a s e  s a y  a  g o o d  word f o r  t h e  M e r i d i a n — U. S .  81— an d  B o o s t  t h e  Pan  
A m e r ic a n  H igh w ay .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,
JOHN C. NICHOLSON, P r e s i d e n t .


